TRIBAL POLITICS

perhaps natural in the desert environment, where un-
interrupted physical fitness, brute strength, and an aggres-
sive character are qualities which Nature demands and
rewards. The beating of women for common, everyday
lapses was approved by my Murra Badawin, but not by the
Rashidis.

The politics of Rub* al Khali revolve round inter-tribal
relationships. Geographical considerations make for three
almost separate tribal groupings, the Rimal tribes, their
neighbours of the eastern steppe and those of the southern
steppe.

The true sand dwellers have been shown to be the Murra
in north and north-west, the Manasir and 'Awamir in the
north-east, and Ar Rashid and Bait Imani in the south.

Twenty years ago these tribes were at one another's
throats. Murra and Manasir were old and implacable
enemies; between 'Awamir and Manasir the feud was even
fiercer. The 'Awamir, once a very great tribe in South
Arabia were the original dwellers in the present, Rashidi
sands of the Dakaka, Suwahib, Hibak and Ghanim, but
unequal contests with the Manasir have impoverished them;
while Murra and Rashid have many old scores. Yet to-day
peace, the peace of Bin Sa'ud, prevails throughout the sands.
The influence of the Ruler of Central Arabia, wielded
through his able Viceroy at Hofuf, Bin Jaluwi, compels
peace between all these old enemies, not through direct
control, for there is and can be none, but through the im-
mense personal prestige of 'Abdul 'Aziz himself. A belief
in his strength and star has swept across the sands. Not love,
but awe, serves this wise providence that so directs affairs.
My own rabia Hamad bin Hadi had not yet made submis-
sion, but he was respectful in his fear of the mighty, the